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Recent changes announced to eligibility criteria for the Helping Children with Autism (HCWA) package
Effective from 19 October 2009

Revised Eligibility Criteria for Early Intervention funding
Under recent changes to the eligibility criteria the $12,000 in funding under the early intervention component can be used until the child’s seventh birthday rather than as previously to the child’s sixth birthday to a maximum of $6,000 per financial year.

The child must have been seen by an Autism Advisor and deemed eligible to access the program before their sixth birthday.  
Recent changes to allow Sole Providers onto the Early Intervention Service Provider Panel
New arrangements have been implemented to allow sole providers (speech pathologists, occupational therapists and psychologists) to participate in the HCWA package, subject to quality requirements.
Sole providers will still be required to make every possible effort to include multidisciplinary practice into their interventions in line with the current multidisciplinary service delivery model.
If you would like further information regarding the Helping Children with Autism package please visit www.fahcsia.gov.au/autism
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